Comparative Studies 475 Studies in Ethnography: Theory and Ethnography in the Study of American Religion

Monday/ Wednesday  10:30-12:18
Professor Erzen

433 Hagerty Hall

Email: erzen.2@osu.edu
Phone: 247-7288
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3pm 


Course Description:

This seminar concentrates on methodological innovations and key terms that have reshaped the study of 20th-century and contemporary religion in America and the world.  This course has two objectives.  First, we will read and evaluate a number of contemporary ethnographies of religion in the U.S.  In addition, we will explore some influential writings in the fields of cultural anthropology and sociology, along with reading select works in feminist, queer, postcolonial, and critical race theory that relate to the interdisciplinary pursuits of the ethnography of religion.  Second, a major objective of the course is to learn to "read experience" and analyze religion as it is lived.  Therefore the second aim of this class is for students to become versed in ethnographic research methods such as interviewing, fieldwork, field notes, and critical analysis.   Throughout the course, we will emphasize the self-reflective nature of fieldwork and the issues of ethics, reciprocity, power, participation and politics that arise in the course of research.  

Readings:

Robert Emerson, Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes (Chicago, 1995)
Mitchell Duneier, Sidewalk (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000)
Susan Friend Harding, The Book of Jerry Falwell (Princeton, 2003)
Saba Mahmood, Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject 

(Princeton, 2004)
Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle 

East, 1945-2000 (California, 2001, updated 2005)
Dawne Moon, God, Sex, and Politics: Homosexuality and Everyday Theologies 

(Chicago, 2004)
Thomas A. Tweed, Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine 

in Miami (Oxford, 1997)
(available at SBX Book Store 1806 North High St., Phone: (614) 291-9528 and on reserve at the Main Library)

The articles in the course packet are available on regular reserve at the Main Library and for purchase at Zip Copy.  

ALL READINGS LISTED AS SUPPLEMENTAL ARE RECOMMENDED.  THEY ARE A RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS WHO WANT TO PURSUE BACKGROUND INFORMATION IN A SPECIFIC SUBJECT AREA

In addition, the following books on ethnographic practice may be of interest. They are also on reserve at the OSU library. 

Julia O’Connell Davidson and Derek Layder, Methods, Sex, Madness
H. Wolcott, The Art of Field Work
Lofland and Lofland, Analyzing Social Settings 
G. McCracken, The Long Interview 
John van Maanen, Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography 
Robert Emerson, ed., Contemporary Field Research   *The articles on the syllabus are available on electronic reserve.  

Information about the course is also available on the course website on Carmen:  

http://carmen.osu.edu
Assignments:
ATTENDANCE and  PARTICIPATION in class discussions  15%
GROUP PRESENTATION:  Groups of 2-3 students will present on the theme of the week’s reading (diaspora, ethnographic authority, etc.).  The presenters should choose one related book or article from the list of supplementary readings and discuss how it relates to the larger themes and the assigned readings for that week.  They should provide a list of 4-5 questions for discussion.  20%
FIELDWORK: three projects of increasing difficulty, with accompanying write-ups:
1. The Interview 15%
Due: Week 2
This exercise will provide you with a basic introduction to interviewing techniques that will aid you in your final projects. Interview one person who is of a different religious background than you.  Ask five open-ended questions such as “How do you describe your religious background?” or “Describe a holiday, ritual or other significant event that your family or community participates in that you believe upholds your particular religious values.” 

Assignment:

Prepare your written list of questions in advance.  The interview should last 20 minutes maximum.  Type up a 1-2 page report of your interview including your own reactions to the process.   In addition, attach your interview questions.    

2. Initial religious investigations:  Institutional Portrait 20%
Due: Week 4 and Week 5
You will write field notes and a short field report based on our visit to World Harvest Church in Columbus. You will also read others' reports and generate reflections on the differences or similarities in field reports based on the same events. This project will provide you with some excellent experience in "the field," and a chance to think specifically about the ways that different styles and pre-existing assumptions influence the field research project. 
The purpose of the exercise is to: 

(1) experience the space that sets the stage for a religious community's activities;

(2) to observe some aspect of the religious life of a community,

(3) perhaps even to meet members of that community. 

Assignment: 

• Xeroxed copy or typed transcription of your field notes (no page limit)

• Field report (3 pages)

• Written discussion of the process and comparison with other field reports (2 pages) 


3. "In-depth" religious encounters: the Final Project 30%
You will select a religious community or site to visit individually.  You should visit at least three times and conduct one interview with a member of that community. To best facilitate learning in this course, you should choose to investigate a religious community in which you have not previously participated in any extended way. Your visits to this site or community will form the backbone of your final paper, which will incorporate your own ethnographic investigations and some outside supplemental reading.  Throughout the quarter, we will devote class time to discussion and work on these projects. 
Assignment: 

•Research Topic Proposal due Week 3

•Ongoing fieldwork journal 

•Class presentation due Week 10
•Seminar paper (10-15 pages) due Finals Week
My computer crashed, and my grandmother ate my homework…

All essays should be written in 12-point, double-spaced type, with standard margins, and pages numbered and stapled.  All written work should be thoroughly proofread.  There are no extensions, and all assignments are marked down one-third of a letter grade for every late day.  After 3 days, if you have not turned in your written work, you will automatically receive a “0” for that paper.   No exceptions.

Grading:  
Attentive presence and participation in discussion: 15%

Group Presentation: 20%

Interview: 15%

Institutional Portrait:   20%

Final Project and Presentation: 30%

Student Conferences:  You must meet with me at least once during the semester to discuss your final project.  However, feel free to stop by office hours or schedule an appointment if necessary.  Email is always the fastest way to reach me.  

Attendance and Participation:
I expect students to be active participants in their educations. This means that each student should come to class having carefully read the assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them.  Because knowing how to articulate your ideas is a crucial part of the learning process, you will be expected, as a member of the seminar, to contribute your own unique perspective to our discussions.  

The real action of our seminar takes place in the classroom.  Therefore, it is important and expected that you will be at every class session.  Inevitably, an occasion may arise when you are unable to attend.  Out of fairness to your classmates who do attend every class, chronic lateness and/or more than one unexcused absence will detract from your participation grade.  To make up for a missed class, you may turn in a 2-page, single-spaced précis summarizing the reading for the class you missed.  Finally, if you have any special needs or concerns with this course, please feel free to come and talk with me.   

Student Rights and Conduct

Any student with a documented disability who may require special accommodations should identify him or herself to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations. You may also wish to contact the Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall, 292-3307). 

Students are expected to know and understand the rules regarding academic misconduct, particularly the rules regarding plagiarism, as stated in the University's Code of Student Conduct. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.  All cases of plagiarism will be treated very seriously according to the University's guidelines.

* Readings in Packet and on reserve

Course Schedule:

Week 1

Mon:  Introductions
Wed: 
Lived Religion or the State of the Field


-*David D. Hall, “Introduction,” Lived Religion in America; vii-xx
-*Robert Orsi, “Is the Study of Lived Religion Irrelevant to the World We Live In?” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42 (June, 2003), pp.  169-174 
Related reading- NOT REQUIRED: Robert Orsi, The Madonna of 115th Street: Faith and Community in Italian Harlem, 1880-1950; Robert A. Orsi, George Marsden, David W. Wills, and Colleen McDannell, “Forum: The Decade Ahead in Scholarship” (1993); Leigh E. Schmidt, Deborah Dash Moore, Richard T. Hughes, and Mark Valeri, “Forum: The Years Ahead in Scholarship” (series in Religion and American Culture); Kristy Nabhan-Warren, The Virgin of El Barrio: Marian Apparitions, Catholic Evangelizing, and Mexican American Activism
Week 2 
Mon: 
Practice, Power, Resistance
-*Michel de Certeau, "Walking in the City," pp.91-110  “Making Do: Uses and Tactics” pp. 29-42 in The Practice of Everyday Life; 
-*herry Ortner, “Theory in Anthropology Since the Sixties”; Comparative Studies in Society and History 28: pp. 368-74.
-*Lila Abu-Lughod, “The Romance of Resistance: Tracing Transformations of ower through Bedouin Women”  American Ethnologist 17, pp. 41-55
Wed: 
Field Work: Time, Space, Ethnographer 


Emerson, Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes chs. 1-3, pp.1-62
*Wolcott, The Art of Fieldwork ch. 5  pp. 45-56
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: “Rosemary J. Coombe, “Room for Manoeuver: Toward a Theory of Practice in Critical Legal Studies”; James C. Scott, Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance; David Harrington Watt, Bible-Carrying Christians: Conservative Protestants and Social Power; Bradford Verter, "Spiritual Capital: Theorizing Religion with Bourdieu Against Bourdieu."

Week 3

Mon:  Fieldwork Discussions and Dilemmas
Emerson, Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, chapters 4 and 6 (recommended: ch. 5)  pp. 66-166
Wed:   Authorship, Authority, Representation

*Gary Alan Fine, "Ten Lies of Ethnography: Moral Dilemmas of Field Research."
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography. 22: pp. 267-294.

*Robert Orsi, "Have You Ever Prayed to St. Jude? Reflections on Fieldwork in Catholic Chicago" pp. 146-176
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: Michael Jackson, Paths toward a Clearing: Radical Empiricism and Ethnographic Inquiry; James Clifford, The Predicament of Culture (esp “On Ethnographic Authority”); Renato Rosaldo, Culture and Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis; Caroline B. Brettell, ed., When They Read What We Write: The Politics of Ethnography; Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, ed., Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd ed.; William B. Shaffir and Robert A. Stebbins, ed., Experiencing Fieldwork: An Inside View of Qualitative Research; Paul Rabinow, Reflections on Fieldwork in Morocco
Week 4  Agency, Gender, Embodiment 

Mon: Saba Mahmood, Politics of Piety  pp.1-78
Wed: Saba Mahmood, Politics of Piety pp. 79-153
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: Judith Butler, Bodies That Matter, Undoing Gender; Sherry Ortner, Making Gender: The Politics and Erotics of Culture; Nancy Fraser, Unruly Practices: Power, Discourse and Gender in Contemporary Social Theory; Elizabeth Castelli et al, ed., Women, Gender, Religion: A Reader; Karen McCarthy Brown, Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn; Faye D. Ginsburg, Contested Lives: The Abortion Debate in an American Community; Pamela Klassen, Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America; Sarah M. Pike, Earthly Bodies, Magical Selves: Contemporary Paganism and the Search for Community

Week 5  Critical Race Theory, 
Mon: Mitchell Duneier, Sidewalk; pp.1-115
Wed:  Mitchell Duneier, Sidewalk; pp. 157-253
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: Marla Frederick, Between Sundays, Eddie S. Glaude Jr., Is It Nation Time? (esp Stout’s theses); Omar McRoberts, Streets of Glory; Mitchell Duneier, Slim’s Table; Charles Marsh, The Beloved Community; Eddie S. Glaude Jr., “Of the Black Church and the Making of a Black Public” in Exodus!; Charles Long, “Assessment and New Departures for a Study of Black Religion in the United States of America”; Griffith and Savage introduction to Women and Religion in the African Diaspora
Week 6  Diaspora, Pan-Africanism, Transnationalism
Mon:  Thomas A. Tweed, Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami  pp.1-70
Wed:  Thomas A. Tweed, Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami pp. 71-98, 116-142
Related reading: Manuel Vasquez, Globalizing the Sacred: Religion Across the Americas; Paul Christopher Johnson, Secrets, Gossip, and Gods; R. Stephen Warner and Judith Wittner, Gatherings in Diaspora: Religious Communities and the New Immigration; Michael Burawoy et al, Global Ethnography: Forces, Connections, and Imaginations in a Postmodern World
Week 7  Media, Postcolonialism, Globalization
Mon:  Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters pp 84-154
Wed:  Melani McAlister, Epic Encounters pp 155-266
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: Faye D. Ginsburg, Lila Abu-Lughod, and Brian Larkin, ed., Media Worlds: Anthropology on New Terrain; Heather Hendershot, Shaking the World for Jesus: Media and Conservative Evangelical Culture; M. Jacqui Alexander and Chandra Talpade Mohanty, ed., Feminist Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures; Uma Narayan, Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions, and Third World Feminism
Week 8  Language, Poetics, Meaning, Identity
Mon:  Susan Friend Harding, The Book of Jerry Falwell; pp. 3-60
Wed:  Susan Friend Harding, The Book of Jerry Falwell; pp. 83-104, 183-227
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: Daniele Hervieu-Léger, Religion as a Chain of Memory; Micaela di Leonardo, Exotics at Home: Anthropologies, Others, American Modernity; Robert Wuthnow, Sharing the Journey: Support Groups and the Quest for a New Community; Carol Greenhouse, Praying for Justice; Carolyn Rouse, Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam; Stephanie Wellen Levine, Mystics, Mavericks, and Merrymakers: An Intimate Journey Among Hasidic Girls 

Week 9  Sexuality, Performativity, Queer Theory
Mon:
Dawne Moon, God, Sex, and Politics: Homosexuality and Everyday Theologies; 
pp. 1-35, 123-179, 
Wed:  
Dawne Moon, God, Sex, and Politics: pp180-229
-*Joshua Gamson, “Sexualities, Queer Theory, and Qualitative Research” in 
Denzin and Lincoln, ed., Handbook of Qualitative Research pp 347-365.
Related reading NOT REQUIRED: David M. Halperin, How To Do the History of Homosexuality; Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet; Melissa Wilcox, Coming Out in Christianity: Religion, Identity, and Community; Scott Thumma and Edward R. Gray, ed., Gay Religion; Comstock and Henking, Que(e)rying Religion: A Critical Anthology (esp Michael Warner, “Tongues Untied: Memoirs of a Pentecostal Boyhood”); Laud Humphreys, Tearoom Trade: Impersonal Sex in Public Places
Week 10  Final Considerations
Mon:  Robert Orsi, “Snakes Alive: Religious Studies between Heaven and Earth” 

pp.177-204
Wed:  Final Project Presentations
The Ethnography of Religion






The Interview 

Equipment:

*Use a tape recorder in good working order.  Be sure to test it before you use it in an interview context so that you have a good idea of how it works, how well it works, and what limitations it has.  Before you go out to interview, be sure you have enough extra tapes and working batteries.

*Number and label your tapes and break the tabs after recording to avoid accidental over-recording.

Preparation:

*Remember not to begin the interview right away.  Spend some time putting the person at east and getting him or her talking before you launch into questions.

*Eliminate any background noise.

*Do a sound check on your equipment.

*Keep your eye on the equipment throughout the interview to make sure the tape is running and to be prepared to turn it over when necessary.

*Show the person that you are involved and listening by using facial expressions and gestures.  Try to keep your own talking to a minimum.  Resist the urge to break silences or interrupt.

The Interview: 

*Ask broad questions that do not require precise answers.  Ask open-ended questions, and not leading ones, that will allow the person to set the tone and rhythm for the interview.  Don’t give over complete control, however.  Try to find a balance between getting the material you think you need and want and letting the interview develop in directions that might yield things you had not expected.

*Avoid interrupting the person to ask questions about spelling and dates, for example.  Take notes on these and ask questions at the end.

*Avoid changing the direction of the interview while it is in progress.

*Never turn off the tape unless the person asks you to.  Turning off the tape on your own in the middle of an interview may give the person the feeling that what he or she is saying is unimportant or irrelevant.

Interview Questions:

Name

Age

Occupation

Work history

Education

Where grew up

Family- siblings, parents

How long have been a member of …..


Religion you were raised as

Tell me about your involvement in …… starting from when you first became a …. until the present

What does it mean for you to be a member of …..

What do you do as a member of ….

Can you describe what happens at a religious service of ….. 

ADD YOUR OWN QUESTIONS RELATED TO YOUR TOPIC

THE FINAL QUESTION

Is there anything else you’d like to tell me or add that we haven’t discussed?

Things to Remember:

Behind every question is a hypothesis.

Be a CREATIVE LISTENER- think of listening as active role.

Talk less, listen more- don’t interject and don’t speak into silences.

Make questions short and to the point.

Transcribe or write up your interview soon after it takes place.

Remember that people can tell you things off the record.

Be friendly and professional but err on the side of formality.

POINTERS AND GUIDELINES FOR OBSERVING RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Adapted from guidelines by Courtney Bender, Judith Weisenfeld, Karen McCarthy Brown and Ron Grimes

LOGISTICS

Do not arrive late, or leave early.

If possible, do not write field notes during the service.  If you must do so, make your actions unobtrusive.

Be respectful.

Read over the attached protocol BEFORE attending the service.

Remember that the best field notes are those that are written immediately after the event, while it is still fresh in your mind.  Schedule several free hours after the service in which you can focus on writing field notes.  

WRITTEN REPORTING

This project has two components.  The first is to generate a set of field notes (based on your visit, which should be written immediately after your visit to the field site) and to use this data to write a brief report and interpretation of this event (4-5 pages).  

This is due in class on October 1.

The second component is to read the field notes and written report of the person(s) who accompanied you to the field, and to write a short reflective response (3-4 pages) to your own field notes and on your colleagues’.

This is due in class on October 8.

A1.  Field notes (10+ pages)

Read the appropriate passages from Emerson et al and review the protocol as you go.

The best field notes happen immediately after the fact.  Use hand written notes as “prompts” to elaborate on field notes that you write at your desk later on.  

Remember also to record things that seem unimportant or “ordinary.”  Often, later on, such details become important in interpreting social interactions.  Do not take things for granted as you write field notes or start in on your “summary” before you have finished your notes.

Field notes do NOT need to be edited for grammar or make any “sense” (please do spell check at the least).  They should record the events as you experienced and witnessed them as faithfully as possible.  

Field notes must be typed.

A2.  Field Report (3-4 pages maximum)

Sources:  

Your primary data in the summary report should be the field notes that you write.  You may, however, also consult testimony from “experts” or “natives” in the religious culture that you are observing.  (You might find “native” members of the religion you observed in the class, or know of others around campus.)

“Native” testimony can also help keep you from incorrectly generalizing from the event you observed.  Here is a quote from R. Stephen Warner to his class of sociologists of religion:

“A native can tell you that not all Presbyterian sermons involve a pitch for contributions, as did the one we heard at the Fourth Presbyterian Church on September 29; not all Catholic homilies are about abortion, as was the one we heard at Holy Name Cathedral on October 6; not all Jewish services are as festive as Simchat Torah, particularly at the Egalitarian Minyan we visited on October 7; and not all fundamentalist sermons are sprinkled with sexist jokes, as was the one at Moody Memorial Church on October 13.”

Interpretations:  

Ideally, reports should be both detailed, using your sources, and organized around some theme or idea.  You have to select some things for emphasis and downplay other things.  You cannot report on everything.  Condensing from field notes is hard but necessary work.  Please observe the page limit.

In general, it is not a bad decision to assume that what you observed was intellectually and emotionally significant to the participants, and that it had a central message or distilled “core meaning.”  Often the core meaning or message is fairly obvious and can be documented by close analysis or what was said and seen.  Some messages are more implicit and require more attention to double meanings.

B. Fieldwork Reflection (3-4 pages)

After you have a chance to read the reports of others in your group, you will most likely have a new view on what you have seen and interpreted.  You might wonder whether you were at the same event as the other persons.  Or, you may wonder whether there was anything that you missed, given that you all ‘saw’ and reported on the same things.  

In this part of the project, I ask for a critical reflection on the differences between your field notes and summary reports and others’.  What might account for the differences?  Differences in interpretation may arise from misunderstandings, but more likely from other factors.  Ideally, this should give you the chance to reflect on how researchers’ pre-given assumptions and perspectives influence our reporting.  

Final Paper and Presentation

Rough Draft of at least 10 pages due: November 26th by noon 

Presentation: December 3rd

Final Paper 12-15 pages due: December 10th

PRESENTATION GUIDELINES:

You are required to make a class presentation of your ethnographic research project during class on December 3rd.  We will do this in the form of a “poster session,” a forum commonly used at professional meetings of anthropologists.  This assignment requires you to distill your argument into an easily understood presentation that can be presented on a poster.  Using your poster as a visual guide, you will have ten minutes to present your project.  You are encouraged to bring in materials gathered during your ethnographic research to share with the class such as flyers, sermons, photographs, or any other relevant examples of “lived” religion. The poster and accompanying presentation should make the topic and main argument(s) of your research project clear to your classmates.  It accounts for 10% of your final paper grade.

FINAL RESEARCH PAPER:

Your final project paper is due in my box in the Comparative studies department on Dec. 10th   by 5pm.  It should be 12-15 pages, not including the bibliography and footnotes.  Your papers should be written in clear and well-crafted prose.  The papers will be graded on the basis of style as well as substance.   


This paper should include the following elements:

1)      An introductory section that explains your central questions or arguments and why they matter;

2)      A brief section that explains your methods and participation at the field site.

3)   A section with background information on your field site.

3)      Several subsections that develop your argument.  These sections should present your analysis of your fieldwork and interviews, as well as other secondary sources used. It should include ethnographic data, quotes from interviews and observations from your fieldwork.  Each subsection should be linked to your primary argument as well as to the following sections.  Each paragraph within the subsections should clearly articulate one idea central to the subsection.  

4)      A conclusion that includes pulls together all of the ethnographic material you have used the answer to the research question in the light of both the debates on the subject (the literature) and your own research.

The paper will be evaluated on the following basis:

Writing

The work develops a convincing thesis or theses/ themes/ arguments and why they matter.

Presentation is clear, well organized, and explicit in making transitions.

The tone (voice) is appropriate (it is not condescending or romanticizing).

Unfamiliar terms are clearly defined

Fieldwork and research process

Circumstances of fieldwork are explicitly reported in sufficient but not laborious detail e.g.,

-Your relation to informants

-Length of time in field, time spent interviewing

-Other relevant circumstances

Shows sensitivity to ethical, social and political issues

Preserves indigenous voices

Attends to power dynamics, conflicts

Maintains awareness of the complexity of persons, relationships and social processes

Researchers own commitments, biases, etc. are made explicit but do not overwhelm those of the informants

Description
Is NOT GENERIC.  Is specific, based on actual observation, participation and interviews.

Amount of detail is appropriate.  The work is neither too cursory in its descriptions nor laboriously detailed.  

Author is good at selecting telling details.

*The description is in the service of interpretation.

Interpretation, explanation, theory, method

Not just surface descriptions but rich, “thick” (which does not mean long but significant); 

Meanings are grounded.  They belong to somebody or some group.  They are not merely abstract.

Interpretations or explanations are supported by the data.

There is evident awareness of existing literature in the field.  

